
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                      May 13, 2018 
  
SEVENTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 141 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, one of the things I brought with me from 
childhood is an idea of how you are going to be present with 
me.  This is a combination of what I was taught, diluted 
strongly with what I want.  Since you never only do what I 
want, I rarely find you in my life.  I conclude you are not with 
me, rather than realize that my idea of how you are present 
with me is grossly inadequate.  You are constantly at work to 
make my life more human by making my experience of myself 
more complete and full.  I do not take this seriously.  I keep 
expecting you to actualize my ego ideals, while you are seeking 
to modify them and make them more consistent with my 
reality.  I want to retire and enjoy the house I have built in my 
life-time, whereas you are always remodeling that same house.  
I want to feel good, while you are striving to have me feel alive.  
I never examine the way I think about you and the way you 
work in my life.  As a result, I miss most of what you do, and 
fail to perceive the constancy of your presence. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 17:6-19 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 154 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 147 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for May 20, 2018  
Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 

Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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Seventh Sunday of Easter (John 17:6-19) 
 The church has not always done a good job talking about God. 
Our language creates the impression that God is an entity and is 
static, when in reality God is an activity that is dynamic, an activity 
that encounters us continually. The activity which God is, is the 
continuous effort to make our life more human by making our 
experience of our self more complete and full. This activity can be 
looked at in three ways, each of these ways being different, yet all 
of them being related in that each is an aspect of the same effort. 

The traditional way of naming these three ways of looking at the 
activity which God is uses the labels of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
There are historical reasons why these labels were chosen, but for 
us the labels contribute to the confusion about God by reinforcing 
the idea that God is an entity, and add to the confusion by creating 
the impression that God is three entities. What we need to keep in 
mind is that there is one God who is the continuous activity of 
making our life more human by making our experience of our self 
more complete and full, and that this activity can be viewed in three 
different ways, each highlighting one facet of the activity God is, and 
all together giving us a complete picture of that activity. 

If we think of God as this activity of making our life full, it is easier 
to realize that God is our constant companion and how that is so. 
We are constantly the recipients of one aspect of this work or 
another—either we are being Parented [guided, encouraged, 
corrected, supported, etc.], or we are being saved and redeemed 
[introduced to elements of our life we do not want, or know, or have 
lost connection to], or we are being helped to integrate what has 
been revealed to us so that our sense of self expands. When we 
think God is not present, we are looking for God to be present in a 
way other than the way in which God is present. Rather than asking 
God to be present in the way we want, we would be better served 
if we asked for help in understanding the different ways God can be 
present, and in discerning the way in which God is being present in 
the moment. The activity which God is does not change, it engages 
us differently, and the shift that needs to occur is in us, in the way 
we understand and perceive what God is doing. 

[Jim Robie, 5-10-18] 
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Ascension and the 7th  Sunday  of Easter [John 17:6-19] 

 The environment in which I grew up instilled in me the 
belief that the purpose of my life was to perfect my best 
human qualities. The idea was that I needed to remove from 
my life whatever was inferior, and to cultivate what was 
superior. In this dance I was in the lead-position. This was a 
dance about succeeding, and to the degree I succeeded I 
would be Christ-like. 

Over time I have come to understand that the belief which 
was instilled in me was in error. A belief that is more on-target 
is that the purpose of life is to join in the work God does to 
make my life fully human. My fully human life includes those 
components of my personality that I consider superior, as well 
as the integration and use of what I consider inferior. This fully 
human life is primarily constructed by God’s effort to 
introduce me to and acquaint me with those things about 
myself which I consider inferior. In this dance I am not in the 
lead-position; I am the one following. The part I play is to be 
receptive to this way God increases my awareness of the 
person I am, thereby expanding my experience of who I am. If 
my intent is to remain in this dance by being receptive and 
open to what is disclosed to me, I am Christ-like. 

The dance instilled in me is focused on transcending 
what are considered defects; it reaches for perfection and 
intends to expand my life by achievement. This dance is 
something I construct. 

The dance I have learned to appreciate is focused on 
the recovery of aspects of my life which have been lost to me 
or left behind as I grew up [redemption] as the way to expand 
my life by inclusion. The intention of this dance is to save me 
from being worn out by my striving after perfection 
[salvation]. This dance is something I receive. 
 The weight of the dance I have learned to appreciate is 
carried by God. The work God does in leading this dance is 

what we focus on when we look at God through the lens of the 
Second Person of the Trinity, the aspect of God we call Christ. 
This aspect of God brings me insights and perceptions which 
introduce me to what has been lost and left behind. These 
come to me in the form of feelings and thoughts which I often 
have a difficult time welcoming.  As I remove these thoughts 
and feelings from my awareness, God restores them. Even 
though this makes me uncomfortable, the purpose of the work 
is to protect me from being harmed by the constant effort to 
avoid such feelings and thoughts, in an effort to achieve 
perfection. 
 A time will come when the nature of this dance will change: 
we will begin to remember what the aspect of God we call 
Christ keeps bringing back to our awareness, and so that 
aspect of God will move into the background and another 
aspect of God will come to the foreground, that of Holy Spirit, 
who will help us remember “everything that the aspect of God 
we call Christ taught us.”  This shift occurs in us, and 
correspondingly we begin to look at what God does through a 
different lens, that of the Third Person of the Trinity. This 
internal shift is what is highlighted and celebrated in Ascension 
and then in the transition to Pentecost and the Ordinary Time 
that follows Pentecost. 
 The gospel reading for today is written as Mythology, which 
means it is written as a narrative involving the interplay 
between beings or figures. In this case, the narrative is a 
conversation between Jesus and God about safe-guarding the 
work Jesus has labored to produce. The heart of the request is 
that they/we be protected from whatever there is about us we 
think will harm us, or that we think will have a harmful 
influence on us. And, the request is that this protection be 
accomplished in a particular way that is not what we expect—
this protection is to be accomplished by revealing the truth 
regarding what we believe will harm us, rather than by 



removing what we believe will harm us from our awareness. 
Revealing the truth about what we believe will harm us allows 
us to see what we believe will harm us differently, to see it in 
a context that allows us to see its value or importance, so that 
we can begin to turn toward it and embrace it as a 
contributing element of our personality. We can then keep 
this truth in our mind’s eye and refer to it any time we are 
tempted to remove from our awareness those things we 
believe will harm us. The actual Greek says that the truth 
about what we believe will harm us will no longer be 
concealed, and because of this its value can be discerned and 
remembered and it can be put to use. 

The writer of John is setting up a plot development in 
the story line of his Gospel: he will have Jesus depart 
[Ascension], and the issue of the continued care of his 
followers will move to the foreground as another “being” 
takes his place as the caretaker of the disciples. This will be 
accomplished by the arriving of the Holy Spirit, who, rather 
than reminding us of the value of what we think will harm us, 
will help us remember that value and will assist us in 
integrating what we believe will harm us. What is important 
about the dialog is that the care of the disciples is addressed. 
They/we are not left alone. 

 [Jim Robie, 5-11-18, Ascension and 7th of Easter, Cycle B, John 17:6-19]ee  


